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President George W. Bush has told all Americans that the war against terrorism would be like no

other war. But what does this mean? Who will fight? How will they fight? What weapons will be

used? Most informed commentators agree that the war against terrorism will be fought largely by

"special forces"&#151;that is, by a relatively new community within the American military known as

Special Operations Forces, or SOF's. This new "branch" of the armed forces was created in the

mid&#150;1980s and is organized under its own unified command, called U.S. Special Operations

Command (SOCOM). Consisting of special units from the other branches of the armed forces, such

as Green Berets, Rangers, SEALs, and Delta Force, this new fighting command is recognized

internationally as the most well-trained and well-equipped special operations force in the world.

Their missions are varied&#151;including combat terrorism, search and rescue, reconnaissance,

humanitarian assistance, peacekeeping duty, and conventional and unconventional warfare.Despite

special forces&#39; international reputation for excellence, Americans know little about this

remarkable fighting force. U.S. Special Forces provides a handy and comprehensive compendium,

including descriptions of the units and their operational specialties, training, and organization, as

well as the equipment and technological gadgetry, weapons, armor, planes, helicopters, and

support vehicles used by each unit.

Paperback: 288 pages

Publisher: Da Capo Press; 1 edition (September 2002)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0306811650

ISBN-13: 978-0306811654

Product Dimensions:  5 x 0.6 x 7 inches

Shipping Weight: 12 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.6 out of 5 stars       19 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #430,340 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #36 inÃ‚Â Books > Engineering &

Transportation > Engineering > Chemical > Unit Operations & Transport Phenomena   #789

inÃ‚Â Books > Science & Math > Technology > History of Technology   #11481 inÃ‚Â Books >

History > Military

Samuel A. Southworth is a researcher and writer living in New York City. He is the editor of the



acclaimed Great Raids in History. In his spare time, he leads mountain wilderness trips for

leadership groups.

love it

Fascinating topic, thoughtful and engaging. I enjoyed it very much.

I always select a book in good conditions or better and this one met my expectations. Thank you I

am very happy with my purchase.

a

This is great reading for people with an interest about SOF. Those of us that have served in the

SOF Community will appreciate this book accuracy and attention to detail.

I would recommend this book to people who do not have a very good understanding of US Special

Forces. For those of us who have a deeper knowledge of the Special Forces that our country

employs, I would not recommend this book.The book reads well and includes chapters on the Army

Rangers, Navy SEALs, Air Force Special Operations (Combat Controllers and Pararescue

Jumpers), Army Special Forces (Green Berets), Delta Force, Marine Force Recon, Army Airborne,

Army 10th Mountain Division, Coast Guard Special Operations, and CIA Paramilitary Forces.The

inclusion of the Coast Guard "Special Operations" is a bit suspect as a special operations group, but

that chapter is enlightening and informative.The book does not go into very much detail on any of

the special operations forces so I would only recommend this book to someone who wants a very

general overview.One of the major gripes that I had with the book (besides being overly simplistic) is

on page 188. In the chapter about the 10th Mountain Division, the book mentions how a "young

Lieutenant Bob Dole was badly wounded. After a couple years in a hospital he would go on to be

vice president of the United States..." Umm, am I missing something here or was I asleep when Bob

Dole was the Vice President?Anyway, if you are a stranger to the world of US Special Forces, this is

a decent book to get started. However, if one already has a pretty decent grasp of the subject, I

would recommend looking elsewhere.

I'm on the chapter about the 10th Mountain Division and so far this book is a great read. I know a lot



about SOF but this book tossed in a few things I didn't know. I've never known much about the 10th

Mountain Division. And the Coast Guard spec ops guys aren't really special operations. They're

Special Operations Capable. I think the Marin Force Recon is gonna be considered SOF now cause

they committed a select few to SOCOM in 02. It's about timeis all I can say. The Navy didn't want

SEALs under SOCOM's command but look where it's gotten them. Although they lost a lot of men at

Patilla Airfield in Panama, they still accomplished the mission. This is definately a good read for

anybody interested in U.S. SOF.

This is a very informative and entertaining look into the special forces of the US. I like the way each

chapter has its history and missions explained. Especially interesting, are the brief accounts of each

branches' successful and failed missions. All the way up to the current fight against terrorism, it

gives people a look at something almost as good as the RAMBO and BRADDOCK movies. A very

good and informative reference for Army Rangers, Army Special Forces, Army Delta Foce, Navy

SeALs, Air Force Special Operations, Marine Force Recon, Airborne units, 10th Mountain, and CIA

Paramilitary Groups. Everything is good, except the constant reference in every chapter to JFK and

his concept of unconvertional warfare. I take it these two guys were fans of his. I highly recommend

it.
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